Role of alkaline protease and elastase in the adherence of Pseudomonas aeruginosa to WEHI cells.
Recent clinical isolates were tested for production of some extracellular factors such as alkaline protease and elastase. They were also assayed for adhesiveness to WEHI cells. It is well known that extracellular production of substances other than toxins is related to virulence and may increase adherence. The present investigation aimed to evaluate the role of extracellular proteins in adherence. Alkaline protease production was assayed using a test performed with casein as substrate while elastase activity was investigated with the elastin-congored method. Our results demonstrated that P. aeruginosa strains which are good alkaline protease and elastase producers adher better than those showing no or low protease and elastase activity.